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Mission statement  The Capital City Arts Initiative is an artist-centered organization committed to the encouragement and support of artists and the arts and culture of Carson City and surrounding region. The Initiative is committed to community building for the area's diverse adult and youth populations through art exhibitions, live events, arts education  programs, artist residencies, and its web site.
Annual Report: July 2007 – June 2008|FY08
During 2007 – 2008, the Capital City Arts Initiative continued producing high quality arts programs; developed new projects, including ones with an international focus; developed new audiences; and enhanced the community’s involvement with the arts. 

CCAI significantly expanded its programming and increased its audiences during this year. CCAI provided honoraria, travel support, project supplies, and printed materials for all of its participating artists and projects. The following list summarizes CCAI 2007 – 2008 administration and programs. 

Board Membership

• Robert Morrison left the Board in July 2007 and asked to remain involved as a BrAG.

• Leona Kockenmeister, an artist and Reno resident, joined the Board in Nov. 2007.

• Joyce Newman left the Board in March 2008 and asked to remain involved as a BrAG.

• Jay Giovacchini, an Internal Auditor for the State of Nevada and Carson City resident, joined the Board in April 2008.
BrAG Membership

• new BrAG members: Tom and Linda Johnson, Dr. Norman and Shirley Melnikoff, Robert Morrison, Joyce Newman, Jean and Jerry Noosinow.

• BrAG alumni: Gayle Crowell, Alyssa Leck.
Administrative Report

• Staff Notes: 

° In May 2007, we hired Christina Bruce as CCAI’s Assistant Program Director. Ms. Bruce earned her B.A. in 2005 from Sierra Nevada College, Incline Village, Nevada with an emphasis in ceramic sculpture. She has quickly become a vital part of CCAI’s administrative team and an outstanding asset to the organization. 

° Note: all three CCAI staff members work on a part-time basis.

° Serena Skudlarek, Intern and TMCC student, left CCAI when she moved to Portland OR in June 2008.

• Financial Notes

° The James W. Calhoun Foundation invited CCAI to submit a “sunset” grant request for $20,000. The Foundation awarded CCAI $21,000. and requested that we continue to list their funding as long as we use their support. We divided the grant into thirds for use during FY08, FY09, and FY10. 

° We completed the second year of funding from The Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts.

° We launched our Business Leaders program and closed the year with memberships from Builders Wholesale, Minden; Coldwell Banker Best Sellers, Carson City; Data Graphics, Mound House; Greater Nevada Credit Union Sponsorship Fund, Carson City; and Resource Concepts, Inc., Carson City.

Program Report
Exhibitions

CCAI Courthouse Gallery

• Nosotros Por Nosotros and Nos June – August 2008

a. Nosotros Por Nosotros, a photography exhibition commissioned by the University of Nevada Reno’s Latino Research Center in which Latino community members throughout Nevada were asked to photograph their daily activities, their cultural activities and traditions, and their particular life style towards a goal of understanding each other and demonstrating how much we all have in common; wall text by Dr. Emma Sepulveda, Reno. 

b. Nos, a companion exhibition commissioned by CCAI with Carson High School's Echo Club teens’ photographs; with support from Nevada Hispanic Services-Carson City. The teens were delighted with the project and thrilled to be part of a professional exhibition.
• Waves: Lines and Rhythm, February - May 2008

solo exhibition by Galen Brown, Carson City; drawing, sculpture, prints

• Robert Morrison|Tamara Scronce, September – December 2007

sculpture exhibition by Robert Morrison and Tamara Scronce, preeminent northern Nevada artists and University of Nevada Reno’s Art faculty members; exhibition essay by Brent Foster Jones, Oakland California, the essay is available online at www.arts-initiative.org/essays/morrison_scronce_jones.html

CCAI at St. Mary’s Art Center

• Orphic Excavations, May - June 2008

a solo exhibition by artist Anthony Alston, Reno Nevada; Mr. Alston created a site-specific installation at St. Mary’s Art Center, Virginia City Nevada; exhibition essay by Gregory Crosby, New York City 

CAP [CCAI Art in Public]

• Voices From the Shelter, October – November 2007

an exhibition featuring thrift shop t-shirts with powerful anti-violence text written and painted by women living at the Advocates to End Domestic Violence’s [AEDV] shelter; exhibited for Domestic Violence Awareness Month in the Carson City Library entry hall display case. The show received remarkable response from the public and was held over for a second month!
• Radical Fashion, September – October 2007

a group exhibition at AEDV’s Classy Seconds thrift shop; fashions by Milan del Vecchio, Kodi Fujii, Lindsey Jackson, Claire Ponn 
CCAI Downtown! Launched in June 2007, CCAI presented art exhibitions and created an artists’ project space in an empty commercial storefront at Third & Curry Streets in Carson City’s historic downtown. The Gallery was open to the public on Saturday afternoons, 1-5pm and by appointment. Building owner Jenny Lopiccolo donated the space to CCAI from May 2007 – January 2008; the space was rented in February 2008.

• Carson 5, November 2007 – January 2008

an invitational group exhibition featuring paintings, photography, and prints by area artists Carol Brown, Michael Gilbert, Nanette Oleson, Ralph Phillips, James Simpson. CCAI invited Deana Hoover to launch Box Sled Publishing at the reception; Box Sled featured books by five area writers. Peggy McClary donated 16 bottles of Washoe Pines wine from their Washoe Valley winery. Local musicians, Chris Bayer and Gary Lyon, known as “The Hot Two”, donated their services and played for the reception. Over 200 people attended the SRO reception; people were still arriving even after we turned the lights out! One Saturday afternoon, Carol Brown gave a demonstration of her Japanese woodblock printmaking techniques.
• Radical Fashion; September – October 2007

an invitational group exhibition at Advocates to End Domestic Violence’s [AEDV] Classy Seconds thrift shop with work by young fashion designers Milan del Vecchio, Kodi Fujii, Lindsey Jackson, Claire Ponn. The designers used thrift store clothing and non-traditional materials to create innovative fashions. 

• Radical Fashion, July - August 2007

DIY fashion workshops held on Saturday afternoons; the workshops were free the public and featured t-shirt fashion, jewelry making, and one-of-a-kind pieces from thrift store items. Claire Ponn, Kodi Fujii, and Christina Bruce taught the workshops.

• Wine Walk, first Saturday’s July - December 2007 at CCAI Downtown!

CCAI joined Carson City’s Downtown Business Association and participated in the first Saturday [1-4pm] wine walks from July – December. We celebrated the holidays with a party on December 1, including a raffle with vintage prizes from Classy Seconds.
Nevada Neighbors [NVN] Lectures at the Carson City Library
CCAI’s co-sponsors its signature program, Nevada Neighbors [NVN], with the Carson City Library. This free lecture series presents arts professionals from Nevada’s neighboring states and regions to provide insight on contemporary art practice in the west. Visiting lecturers participate in additional outreach at local schools and universities, as well as visiting artists’ studios; for details, please see the Arts in Education section below. CCAI widely distributes bookmarks throughout the area to advertise the events. See AIE notes below for additional notes on each NVN speaker’s activities.

• Nevada Neighbors XXII: The View From Manhattan with poet|arts writer Gregory Crosby, New York City; April 30, 2008. Jean and Jerry Noosinow hosted a dinner for Gregory; guests included Carol Brown, Cyndy and Steve Brenneman, Jeff Erickson, Gary Coyan, Christina Bruce, Sharon and Verne Rosse.

• Nevada Neighbors XXI; True North: Art in Canada with Brenda Cleniuk, Neutral Ground, Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada; February 20, 2008. In addition to her NVN talk, Ms. Cleniuk did a studio visit with artists Carol and William Hutchison, Genoa, Nevada. Linda Bellegray and Bob Gorrindo hosted a dinner for Brenda; guests included Dr. Bob Basta and Marilyn Johnston from Tacoma WA, Jean and Jerry Noosinow, Shirley Melnikoff, Claire Ponn, Sharon and Verne Rosse. 

• Nevada Neighbors XX: Experimenting with Art and Ideas with Dr. Adam Lerner, Executive Director, The Lab at Belmar, Denver, Colorado; November 14, 2007. 

• Nevada Neighbors XIX: China Now: New Horizons in Chinese Contemporary Art with Jeff Kelley, arts writer and curator, Oakland, California; October 17, 2007. 

Arts in Education Program [AIE] Community and School-based Projects

• AIE Administration: During 2007-2008, we had exponential growth in our education-based programs with Sierra Nevada College, Incline Village and Reed High School, Sparks each requesting participation in CCAI’s programs. By May 2008, we had a full Arts in Education program at Carson High School, Sierra Nevada College and Reed High School. 

• artist Anthony Alston worked with Carson High School art students leading them in creating collaborative sculpture installations, March – May 2008; artists: Josie Alexander, Shruti Arun, Isabel Cascarart, Kevin Conrad, Christine Gansberg, Carlos Rios, Max Von Schadeck; group exhibition, 8 Weeks Later, at Carson High School Library, May 22 – 27, 2008; artists’ reception Thursday, May 22, 4-5pm.
• artist Carol Brown worked with Carson High School art students teaching them Japanese woodblock printmaking techniques, March – May 2008; artists: Anallely Espinosa, Kristen Fabry, Mark Riesen; group exhibition, First Impressions, at Carson High School Library, May 22 – 27, 2008; artists’ reception Thursday, May 22, 4-5pm.
• in collaboration with Nevada Hispanic Services-Carson City, CCAI staff and photographer Mike Bates worked with Carson High’s Echo Club teens on a photographic project, April – May 2008; artists: Teresa Anaya, Jenny Bracamontes, Erasmo "Mo" Cosio,  Aaron Davalos, Jeanette Gonzalez, Cristina Lobato, and faculty advisor Evelyn Wakeling; we presented the Nos exhibition of teens’ photographs with the Nosotros Por Nosotros exhibition in the CCAI Courthouse Gallery.
• Nevada Neighbors XXII: The View From Manhattan with poet|arts writer Gregory Crosby, New York City; April 2008. Mr. Crosby did on-campus critiques with BFA candidates at Sierra Nevada College, Incline Village [Lake Tahoe], Nevada and presented his Nevada Neighbors talk, to 98 art students and five faculty members at Reed High School, Sparks, Nevada. 

• Nevada Neighbors XXI; True North: Art in Canada with Brenda Cleniuk, Neutral Ground, Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada; February 2008. Ms. Cleniuk did on-campus critiques with BFA candidates at Sierra Nevada College, Incline Village and presented her Nevada Neighbors talk to 67 students from four combined Carson High School art/photography/theater classes. 

• Nevada Neighbors XX: Experimenting with Art and Ideas with Dr. Adam Lerner, Executive Director, The Lab at Belmar, Denver, Colorado; November 2007. Dr. Lerner did on-campus critiques with BFA candidates at Sierra Nevada College.

• Nevada Neighbors XIX: China Now: New Horizons in Chinese Contemporary Art with Jeff Kelley, arts writer and curator, Oakland, California; October 2007. Mr. Kelley did on-campus studio visits with MFA candidates at the University of Nevada Reno; he also met with the UNR BFA Seminar class while on campus.

FWAC! [First Wednesdays Arts Coffee], one of our smaller yet influential programs, promoted a monthly artists gathering at Westside Ink, a local coffee house. Following the sale and subsequent closing of Westside Ink, Cyndy and Steve Brenneman, owners of the historic Bliss Mansion, a private residence, artist’s studio, and Carson City landmark invited CCAI to hold FWAC! at the Bliss; we gratefully accepted. FWAC! offers artists an opportunity to get together in an informal setting and encourages conversation and connections within the artistic community. 

Online Publishing

Web site: www.arts-initiative.org featuring information on CCAI’s programs, as well as its commissioned program essays. 

The Flash! CCAI’s electronic monthly newsletter with 500 subscribers as of June 2008.

Web log an active area arts calendar, news, and notes at arts-initiative.blogspot.com/

Fundraising Events

• CCAI on the Road, April 2008; a day-trip tour to Planet X Pottery, Gerlach Nevada, for fine porcelain, stoneware, Raku and great company plus a gourmet lunch hosted by Jeanne Noosinow and Linda Bellegray and served “under the ancient cottonwoods in one of the last unspoiled areas in the West.”
• Radical Fashion, October 2007; a sold-out benefit fundraiser fashion show dinner event at the Station Grille restaurant, Carson City; with fashions by Milan del Vecchio, Kodi 

Fujii, Lindsey Jackson, Claire Ponn; music by DJ Dylan Thomas; and event photography by Allen Spore. The event included an art silent auction with art by CCAI exhibition alumni Paul Ford, Merrilee Hortt, Jean LeGassick, Jim McCormick, Jenna Montgomery, Robert Morrison, Jeff Nicholson, Tamara Scronce, Allen Spore; artists could chose a 50/50 gallery split with CCAI on their art sales. The designers’ amazing fashions were modeled by: Katerina Anger, Loren Bartll, Giana Carlson, Emma Jaquette, Bianca Loza, Moria Memro, Caitlyn Morton, Alex Negretti, Kayla Radzvilow, Alexis Radzvilow, Jessica Rao, Abby Shireman, Serena Skudlarek, Catlin Van Voorst, Cassidy Van Voorst, Natalie Wright.
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